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THE 


AX laid to the ROOT. 


[Tis . that all the Lays 3 for pre- 

1 venting the Growth of Popery, ſince the 
Revolution, have had very little Effect, for 

Popiſh Prieſts ſwarm over the whole Kingdom 
at preſent, and the Reſort to Maſs-houſes is as 
publick and unreſtrained, as it is to our Church- 
es. Many poor People have been deluded and 
perverted to Popery by the Aſſiduity of he 
Prieſts z and many Poi well inclined to 
come Proteſtants, 1 been prevented by Ter- 
rors injected into their Conſciences by thoſe 
PR 
Ihe Deſigns of the Charter Schools have been 
traverſed and obſtructed by Popiſh Prieſts, who 
terrify poor Parents from yielding up their Chil- | 
dren to be educated in thoſe Schools; chooſing 
rather to abandon them to Idleneſs and Beggary, 
than to have them brought een Pro- 
tel ente. 

The Titular Popſh Biſhops refiding. in. the 
Kingdom are more numerous than the Biſhops of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, holding their Viſita- 
tions, and exerciſing their Juriſdiction with lit- 
tle Caution or Reſtraint, So that the Hierarchy 
of Full Church. of Rome is as effectually main- 


tained” 


„ 


tained i in Ireland: to all ſpiritual Purpoſes, as if it 


were eſtabliſhed by Law. 
The religious Orders of Monks, Brier, Feſuits 


and Nuns, have their Neſts in many Places, and 
are perfectly well known in the Vicinity. From 

hence iſſue thoſe ſtrolling Mendicants who are 
the Inſtruments of clandeſtine Marriages. . 


The abſolute Dominion of the Prieſts over the 


Conſciences of the Laiety, is the main Strength 
of Popery. The Prieſts are under the Dominion 


of the Titular Biſhops, and theſe under the Do- 


minion of the Archbiſhops, who are in like 
manner governed by the Toſs and have {worn 

Obedience to him. | 
By this fatal Chain the whole Body of the 
Papiſts in Ireland are united to the Pope as their 
Head, and are his ſpiritual Subjects by the Tye 
of Conſcience which of all others is the fureſt, 
It is therefore in vain to expect that the Pro- 


teſtant Religion will make any Progreſs, till this 


cloſe Dependence upon the See of Rome is cut off, 


and ſome Links taken out of the Chain. 


. © The Gaveling Act has had ſome conſiderable: 
Effect, but it has been upon the Laiety only, 
and that meerly external; but it has not gone to 


the Root; its only Effect bas been upon Men of 
Eſtates in Land, who hardly ever are ſeen at 


our Worſhip, and whoſe Wives, Children and 


Dependents ee are open Papiſts, And 
even thoſe Converts commonly ſend for the 


_ Prieſt in their Extremity. 


- This true and undeniable State of the Caſe 


proves to a Demonſtration that Popery has de- 
ereaſed very inconliderably for above fifty Vears 


paſt; 


* 
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paſt ; and that all the Laws malle againſt it ate 
Frente more than dead Letters lying in the Books 
without Effect; and that in caſe of any publick: 
Commotions, his Majeſty's Government, and 
the Lives and Properties of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jets are ftill as inſecure as ever. For the Proof 
of which J need only appeal to the Diſquietudes 
and Terrors that every Proteſtant felt upon the 
late Rebellion in Scotland, That Storm is now 
diſſipated, by the Peace, but who can ſay how 
ſoon it may gather again? Is not France re- 
cruiting her Power, and are not the Pretender 
and his Sons at hand to be played off upon us, 
whenever it ſhall be for her Purpoſe ? and will 
not all our Terrors and Dangers return upon ſuch 
an Emergency ? When we are well aſſured that 
we are every Moment in Danger from an Ene- 
my within our Bowels who lies in wait for our 
Eſtites and our Blood ? Fhis is the Situation of 
the Proteſtants of Ireland, and will ever be ſo, 
till ſome more effectual Means ſhall be found for 
converting the Bulk of the People; for the laſt 
Reſort of Power is lodged in individual Hands. 
Common Prudence will direct Men and 
Societies, to obviate every great Danger while 
it is remote; it will not ſuffer them to Sleep in 
Quiet till it is come Home to their Doors. The 
_ preſent Time therefore ſhould: not be loſt for this 
Purpoſe. | 
The Charter Schools, if duly ar will 
lay a good Foundation for the real Converſion of 
the common People; but the Progreſs muſt na- 
turally be ſlow, and inſenſible for a Generation 


yet to come. Invaſions from Abroad, and In- . 


fi urrections 


. ·0 their Conſideration. 
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ei 
nn * the Pa piſts at fonts, will not 


wait for the Effect of cheſc; if they would, We 


might gather internal Strength ſufficient to repel 
the former, and ſhould be ſecure from the latter. 


In the mean Time therefore, ſome ſpeedier 
Meaſures ſhould be taken to ſecure. our Lives; ; 


Liberties and Religion. 

Arms muſt, when Things con come to Extretalty, 
be our laſt Reſource ; theſe are of uncertain E- 
vent, and a bad Remedy at beſt ; Laws; which 
are the only preſent Remedy, will be infinitely 
better, and I am perſuaded that ſuch may be 
deviſed as will in good Meaſure do the Work, 
The firſt Object of theſe, muſt be the Popi/h 


Prieſts. of all Orders by a new Regiſtry ; for if 


the Number of theſe can be reduced, ſo as bare- 
ly to ſupply the Neceſſities of the People, and 
the ſuperfluous ones, which are a great Army, 
be caſhiered, the poor Papiſts will ſoon grow 
more tractable and amenable, and the regiſtered 
Prieſts will by proper Regulations become a 
Barrier againſt the great Poſſe of thoſe who are 
unlawful: and when all paſt Expedients of 
Laws have had no Kind of Effect for leſſening 
the Number, which has on the contrary increa- 
ſed, it ſeems highly reaſonable to make the Ex- 
periment of ſome new Law, ſince all muſt al- 
low that ſomething ought to be attempted to re- 
move ſo dangerous an Evil. 

It will lie in the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature to 
frame a Law for this Purpoſe. But previous 
| thereto the following Hints are ſubmitted 


. That | 


a 
1. That it is agreeable to Reafon, and to the 
' Chriſtian Religion, that Papiſis, giving good 
Security for their Fidelity to the Government, 
and for their peaceable Behaviour, ſhould be to- 
lerated in worſhipping God aecording to their 
own Conſciences. 
2. That to this End, a et W of 
Prieſts be allowed, without whoſe Aſſiſtance 
Popiſh Worſhip cannot be performed, 
That all ſuch Prieſts be regiſtered under 
ſuch Terms and Conditions, as an honeſt Pap: 
can, conſiſtently with his Religion and Conſci- 
* ence ſubmit to; for otherwiſe the beſt Men 
among them will be excluded, and the worſt 
TX retained. 

4. That every Pepiſh Prieſt hall at the Time 
| of his being regiſtered ſhew-his Letters of Or- 
1 ders, and take the Oath of F idelity to his * 

] ty, and alſo the following Oath, VIS, 


7 


3 1 5 "IP; B. Do from my Heart abbor deteſt = 

„ and abjure as impious and heretical, that 
e damnable Doctrine, ; c. and I do 
4 declare on my Conſcience that neither the Pope, 
« nor any Authority upon Earth can abſolue me 
« from my Oath of Fidelity" to his Majeſty King 
« George the Second and his Succeſſors, and that 
60 1 10100 accept of no Joh a tas N 


* 


5. That upon the Death or emen of ſuch 
Prieſt, another may ſuceced bim under the ſame 
= Qualifications, 9 | 
5 3 | Note That whe very PIR Reaſons. hold for civics a 8e gt AE 
1 FCLeſſſor, as for allowing the Prieſt firſt regiſtred. 
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6. That every RAD Prieſt fall wear : 
fome particular decent Habit to be appointed 
by the Government and Council, and if he 
Ball be found above one meaſured Mile from 
the Houſe of his uſual Reſidence, without the 
fame, he ſhall for the firſt Offence forfeit and 
y to the Informer the Sum of five Shillings, 


and ten Sings for every other Offence, 


Note, It will be very uſeful to have every Popiſh Prieſt 3 
and diſtinguiſhed, for want of which he will do Miſchief, 
and Pry Tee under 1 the Diſ] {guiſe of a Lay 3 g 


That the Number of Prieſts to be Regi- 

Aired ſhall be limited by Counties at the Diſ- 

cretion of the Government and Council, and no 

more admitted to be regiſtred but upon Oath 
made of a Vacancy, © 

8. That every County be divided into Par- 


ticular Dictricts conſiſting of One or more Pa- 
riſhes, and one Prieſt regiſtred for each Diſtrict, 


who ſhall Officiate in no other Diſtrict, unleſs I 
ring a Vacancy, or unleſs the neighbouring Prieſt 
ſhould be diſabled by Sickneſs or Infirmities 
9. That at the Time of Regiſtring ſuch 
Prieſt, he ſhall bring two Papi/ts of known and 
ſufflicient Ability to be bound in a Bond of a 
Hundred Pounds for his good and quiet Beha- 
viour during his Reſidence. 

10. 'Fhat after the 2 5th Day of March, which 
ſhall be in the Year of our Lord 1751, every 
popiſb Prieſt who is not Regiſtred, and every 
Perlon officiating as ſuch, by performing any 
Clerical Office or Ceremonies that are peculiar to 


1 Be Church of Rome, either in N * 


vate 


Vale, ſhall FM the Fn Offence be Hind in the 
Sum of Fifty Pounds; and be impriſoned” for 


we the ſpace of one Year ; and for the ſecond Of- : | 
fence ſhall be fined in the Sum of one Hundred 


Pounds and be impriſoned during Life. 

11. That One Biſhop of the Romi Com- 
munion, to be allowed by the Government and 
Council, ſhall be permitted to reſide, and Exer- 
ciſe his Function in each of the three Provinces 
of Leinſter, Munſter and Conaught, under cer- 
tain Regulations, and large Security, and to be 
Regiſtred as the Priefts are taking the Oaths as 
above in Number 4. 

That every ſuch Biſhop ſhall 9 Holy 

Orders upon none but Natyes of the Kingdom 
of Ireland, and ſhall be himſelf a Native. 

That he ſhall confer Orders at four ſtated 

Times of the Year only, to be fixed by Law. 
And that every Candidate ſhall three Days at 
leaſt before his Ordination, repair to ſome Juſtice 
of the County, where ſuch Candidate reſides, 
and there take and Subſcribe the following Oath, 
annexing his Name with the Place of his reſi- 
_ dence. | 


OATH. 


A. B. do feear in the Preſence of God who 
« | will judge me the laſt Day, that fince the 
« firſt Day of May laſt paſt, 1 2 not received 
« any Education or Inſtruction in any Popiſh Uni- 
te werfity, College Seminary or School without this 


56 * * of * ans that I will not here- 
after 
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all ſuch Candidates, 


&. after Such, er take. any Degree in any ſuch 
« Univerſity, College, or Seminary n help 
me God. 
Such Juſtice of the Peace to be W f to 
Certify under his Hand and Seal, the Names of 
together with the Oath 
taken by them, and to give a Copy thereof with 
his Certificate, to one of the Candidates, which 
ſhall be a ſufficient Authority to the Biſhop for 
Ordaining them, and without which he ſhall 
not confer Orders. The Original to be are 


1 1 


to the Quarter Seffions, ——— 
that it may remain on Record. 

A Penalty on the Biſhop 0 ſhall Ordain 
without having ſuch Certificate, 

Such Juſtice of Peace ſhall not Certify, till 
the Candidate who requeſts it, ſhall bring to 
him the Name and Place of the Regiſtred Prigt. 4 
whoſe Vacancy he is nominated to Supply, Cer- 
tified by the Miniſter and one or both of the 
. Wardens of the Pariſh where the Va- | 


eancy happened. 75 


— — 


Note, this Precaution is neceſſary in Order to prevent the needleſs 
Multiplication of Idle popiſn Prie/s who are a heavy Burthen on 


ou People. 
12. That T wo Seminaries be tolerated under 
proper Regulations, for the Inſtruction of ſuck 


young Men as are intended for popiſh Orders, 


The Maſters or Tutors to be Natives of Ireland, 
and that after a certain Time no Perſon ſhall be 


Ordained who has. received Foreign Education. 
13. That 


Os « 115 | 

13. That upon the Vacancy of a Regittres 
Biſhop, the Two remaining, be allowed to Con- 
ſecrate another, who ſhall be a Native of Je- 


land, that has been a Regiſtred Prieſt. 
14. That every Perſon who ſhall perform any 


Office or Function peculiar to a Popiſh Biſhop, 


who ſhall not be Regiſtred to that End, ſhall 


for his firſt Offence be fined in the Sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds, and be impriſoned for the 


ſpace of one Year, and until he has paid ſuch 
Fine : and for the ſecond Offence be fined in the 


Sum of One Thouſand Pound, and be impriſon- 


ed for Life; which will be a puniſhment much 
more dreadful to them than Tranſportation. 

15. That every Papiſt of any Religious Or- 
der being Convicted thereof, ſhall be fined in 
the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, and be im- 
priſoned for Life. 

The latter part of this Scheme may at Grit 


Sight, ſtartle ſome zealous Prozeftants, who will 


be ready to Cry out, that it is Eſtabliſhing Popery, 
but wiſe Men will not be Governed by meer 


Appearances, and will, I am perſwaded, Judge 
upon mature Conſideration, that it is the True 
and only Way to weaken and deſtroy it. 

] muſt therefore Obſerve, that the Execution 
of this Scheme can in no Senſe be called an Eſta- 
bliſhment, by exempting a limited number of 
Biſhops and Prieſts from the Penalties which they 
are liable to by the Law as it now ſtands; and 


this under certain Limitations and Reſtrictions : 


——— So that the true Queſtion in this Caſe 


is, whether it will not be better to have thres 
P, pier * who ſhall be amenable to th 


Govern. 
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Government, and put nds rict Ties and Re: 
ſtraints, than forty diſperſed through the King: 
dom in diſguiſe, to lhe all the Miſchief in 


their Power, behind the / Curtain, without any 
reſtraint, and who are the Inſtruments of ſecret | 
Correſpondencies with our Enemies abroad in 
Times of publick Danger. 

Whether it will not be ſafer to let i ina „ 5 | 
ſand Prieſts at the publick Gate, and mark 
them as they enter, than to ſuffer five times that 
Number to ſteal in unknown at the. Poſtern, 
and by that Means to Swarm oyer the whole 
Nation without Meaſure. 

This is, and has been confeſſedly the Caſe for 
more than fifty Years ; ſo that in Fact there is 
at preſent an actual tho? not a legal Toleration of 
Popiſb Clergymen, for they remain among us at 
this Day unmoleſted. This is a Miſchief that 
muſt continue, and increaſe, without any poſſi- 


ble Remedy, but ſome new Law, for all the for- 


mer Ones have proved ineffectual byt too long Ex- 
erience. 

Whether it will not be ſafer to Make thoſe 
Biſhops and Prieſts Friends to the Government, 
by granting them Protection, than, to continue 
them Enemies as they univerſally are at preſent, 
within our very Bowels, and will ever be fo, | 
while Penal Laws hang idly over their Heads _ 
without any Execution. 

Whether, in Times of publick Danger all 
the Popiſh Prieſts now ſettled quietly among us, 
with about 40 Biſhops at their Head, will not of 


1 themſelves make a formidable Army, who ha- 


ing more Knowledge than the common Herd 


of 


gh. 


| of the Papiſts, and abſolute Power over them, © 


© and being the chief Inſtruments of Intelligencies 


with our Enemies abroad, whether I ſay the 


Government and the Proteſtants of Ireland will 
not be put into a ſecurer State, by reducing and 


caſhiering four Parts in five of this Army, and cut- 


1 ting off their dangerous connection with the See of 
XZ Rome, where all the Plots againſt us are Hatched. 


Whether every Man of this numerous Body 


N is not maintained by the poor Papiſis, the Pries 
ſucking their Blood, by which Means they are 
Impoveriſhed and diſabled for paying their Land- 


lords; and the Biſhops, again ſucking the Blood 


of the Prieſis; fo that the Nation muſt ever 
remain poor and unthriving, while this Swarm - 
of Locuſts prey upon our Vitals, and are fatten- 
ed in their Idleneſs with the ſpoils of the people's 
Labour; poor Tenants while they pay at leaſt © 
double Tythes in one ſhape or another, by this 


Means muſt always remain Beggars, 


If the Pop Clergy were once made amen- 
able to the Laws, the poor People might eaſily 
be brought to Labour upon Holy Days. The 
want of this 1s an incredible drawback from the 
Wealth of the Nation, tho' it paſſes unobſer- 
Ive, -. + ER mw; na 
The Labour of one Healthy pair of Hands, - 
ſetting aſide Women and Children may at a mo- 
derate Computation be valued at five Pounds 
vearly, eſpecially if we include Artificers and 
Manufacturers of all Kinds. Suppoſe then, that 
there are 500,000 of ſuch Hands in the King- 
dom chat lye Idle on all Holidyas which are -50 | 


Fear, 


WW ' 
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Ban 2 
10 th Year, * the loſs which the Nations ſuffen 
by this Means in every Year, will amount to the 
Sum of Three Hundrd and Forty Two Thou- 
ſand Four Hundred and Sixty Five Pounds, 


to ſay nothing of the Damage incurred in catch- 


ing Weather by the Papifts refuſing to Labour 
in the Harveſt, which many of them do. 
For theſe Reaſons I am Satisfied that the Bulk 
of the Popiſh Lazety, would be well pleaſed 
with a Law, which at the ſame Time that it 
Tolerates a fufficient Number of officiating 
Prieſts, will ridd them of the inſupportable 
Burden of uſeleſs Ones, who prey upon their 
Vitals, and Eat up that Subſtance which ſhould 
nouriſh their Families; ; and pay their Rents, 
and alſo from the ſtill more uſeleſs blood Suckers 
the Friers and Monks, who Eat the Bread of 
Idleneſs, at the Expence of other Peoples Eſtates, 
or Labours, that dare not refuſe them when they b 
ſend about to beg, or rather to Plunder them 
of the beſt Things they have in their Houſes. 
If the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhould Judge it 


expedient to guard againſt the Growth of Popery 
at any Time, the preſent Opportunity ſeems in 


all reſpects the fitteſt, for we are now at Peace 


with all the popiſh Powers ; and in Time of 


War an Attempt of this Nature may not be 


The 


yu” Fr IT or ta | 


* Tt is here to be noted, that the Papiſis keep all the Holy 
Days that are mentioned in our Calendar, beſides thoſe that are 
peculiar to their own; whereas the Proteſiant Artificers and La- 
„ bovrers generally Work on al Holydays excepting the three great 


Feſtivals. 


Tr) 
The late outrageous Aſſault committed up 
the Houſe of the Revd. Mr. Mills, a Juſtice 4 
Peace in the County of Galway, by a Body of 
Papiſts armed with Muſkets, Blunderbuſſes, 


Cutlaſſes and other offenſive Weapons, deſtroying 


his Garden, Plantations, Palliſadoes and Saſhes; 
and firing Balls into the middle Story, which 


MM narrowly miſled his antient Mother; this auda- 


cious Attacque made in the Days time, gives a 
very juſtifiable Handle for ſome more effectual 
Law for rendering the Papiſts more peaceable 
and amenable to lawful Authority, and * 
Majeſty's Government. 

If the Legiſlature have been Cautious upon 
this Head, leſt Repriſals ſhould be made upon 
our Proteſtants Brethren in France, it is to be 
obſerved: that this Cauſe for Tenderneſs has long 
ſince ceaſed ; for the Proteſtants in the South of 
France have been for many Years in a State of 
grievous Perſecution ;- while the Papiſts of Tre- 


land flock openly. to the Maſs- houſes, even in 


this Capital, and near the Seat of the Govern- 
ment, the poor Proteſtants in the Cevennes, 


L cannot meet in the Mountains and Woods to 
pray and ſing Pſalms. but with the utmoſt Peril: 


If they are catched, their Miniſter is hanged 
without Mercy, and the People, Women as 
well as Men, are committed, ſome to Jails and 


Dungeons, and others to the Gallys. The 


Children of Gentlemen ſuſpected to be Proteſtants 
in their Hearts are taken from them by Force, 
the Boys are ſent to be Educated in the Jeſuits 
Schools, and the Girls in the Nuneries, there to 
be maintained at the Expence of their Parents. 

hes” 
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fable Companions, and it is 

the Tables were turned der God forbid) and 
tthe Supreme Power ſhou 

not a Proteſtant, if his Life were ſpared; would 


Ls 
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upon the Proteſtants abroad, when thee Oc 
Aition cannot well be worſe dun! it is? 
Popery and Perſecution have ever been inſepe 


Why cbeſe Apprehenſions then, of Ref prizals 


d fall into popiſh Hands 


remain poſſeſſed of one foot of Land in the 
Kingdom. We need only look back to the 
Reign of King James the zd, for the prdof of 
this; tho' he was far from being ſecure on his 
Throne, yet the attacque ſoon began by an Act 
of Attainder, and the chief Gentlemen of the 


Nation, were deprived of their Eſtates, and 


forced'to fly for Refuge into Great-Britain to 
heir Lives, where they lived upon the 


| Hoſpitality of the People of England, till their 
Count 


was reſtored to its Freedom and Laws, 
by the ſucceſsful Arms of our great Deliverer 
Bing William the third of ever Glorious Me- 
m 

"on the Ethiopean change his blackaek, or 
the Leopard his Spots ? has the Church of 
Rome changed her Principles of dethroning He- 
retick Kings and Murdering their Hevoticle Sub- 
jets, (for that is their ſtile to this very Day) and 


would not the ſame bloody Tragedys, that were 


acted in the Reign of the popiſh Queen Mary, 
and in the Triſh Rebellion and Maffacre of Forty 
One, be acted over again, if a fit Conjuncture 


Saen return for ſuch Purpoſes. 


If they were quiet during the late Rebellion 


in Scotland, was it owing to their Virtue and Loy- 


alty, 


paſt doubt that if 


to the 
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| alty, or meetly to their Caution and Prudence, 
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which waited till Meaſures ſhould ripen a little 
more. for their Purpoſe ? If the Chevalier had 
gained the Victory at Cullogen, we ſhould pre- 
ſently have ſeen tlie Papiſts in Arms, and all 
Treland'a Field of Blood. 

They are now quiet; and ſo hay. were 13 
before the bloody Scene of forty-one; muſt we 
therefore be ſecure, and neglect to provide. for 


dur future Safety, whilit we have the Means in 
our Hands? ſhall we Muzzle the Lyon while 


he is in our Power, or ſhall we defer, and truſt. 
to Expedients for Relief when we actually feel 
his Teeth and his Claws? 
I cannot diſmiſs this Subject 0 to the 
Popiſh Clergy; without offering my humble O- 


" pinion upon two very momentous Points relating 
to the Laiety. 


The firſt is, that it wogld be Sand Policy%o 
allow the Papiſts of Treland to Purchaſe, or take 
Mortgages, of ſuch Lands as were forfeited ! in 


the Rebellions of forty-one and eighty- eight. 


The great Objection to this, is, that Power 
will always attend Property, apc conſequently 
that landed Papiſts will acquire more Influence, 
and create greater Dependencies among the com- 
mon People. 

There. is indeed much to be faid on both Sides 
upon this Queſtion, but in my humble Opinion; 
the Reaſons for allowing Papiſts to purchaſe 
Lands and take Mortgages under certain Reſtric- 
tions are the * 
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For it is certain that by the Devices and Arts 
of Lawyers, Eſtates in Lands have been pur- 


chaſed by Papiſts under the Cover of Proteſtant 
Truſtees, ſeveral of which Truſts have been 
diſcovered in the Courts. And as to Mortgages 
and Leaſes tranſacted in this clandeſtine . and 


evaſive Manner, it is well known that they are 
without Number. In all theſe Cafes, the natu- 
ral Powers and Dependencies ariſing from Eſtates 


in Lands are veſted in Papiſts behind the Cur- 


tain ; and it is the ſame Thing in Point of Ef- 


| fe, whether ſuch Papiſts act upon the open 


Stage, or play thoſe Truſtees like Puppits behind 
the Scenes. | 4 43 

My humble Propoſal therefore, is, That Pa- 
piſts may be allowed by Law to purchaſe ſuch 


Lands only, as were forfeited by the Rebellions 


of forty-one and eighty- eight, and to take Mort- 
gapes of the ſame, (Market-Towns always ex- 
cepted.) And my Reaſons are ; 

1. Becauſe an Eſtate in Land, and a regiſtered 


Mortgage, is a ſtrong Pledge of Fidelity to the 3 
Government, as it is ſubject to Forfeiture upon + 


all Acts of Treaſon and Rebellion committed 


by the Proprietor. 


2. In Conſequence of ſuch Purchaſe or Mort- 
gage, there will be a new Popiſb Proprietor ſet 
up againſt every old Popiſb Proprietor ; and the 


new one will be attached in Intereſt, (the ſtrong- 
eſt of all Ties) to ſupport and defend the Go- 


vernment and the Laws under which he holds 
his Title. 


3. The 
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The chief Purchaſers will be Popiſb Mer- 


chants who having been long reſtrained from 


employing their Wealth in Purchaſes and Mort- 
gages, have turned it into Trade, and thereby 
jockyed out the Proteſtant Merchants, who are 
treated with leſs Favour in Pop/þ Countries, 

Every ſuch Popi/h Merchant may now be 
conſidered as an at to the Government, and 
in Time of Diſturbances, a very dangerous one, 
by Reaſon of his Intimacy and nn 
with our Enemies abroad. : 

If he ſhould deſign to enter into Plots and 
Rebellions, his firſt Step will be to remove his 
Wealth into France or Holland, and to eſcape as 
well as he can with his Perſon in caſe of ill Suc- 
cels. But from the Moment that this Man be- 
comes a Purchaſer of a real Eſtate, or 'a large 
Mortgagee, the Caſe is quite altered, and he 
becomes another Man, for his Intereſt will then 
attach him to the Government that protects his 
Fortune, and that can lay Hands upon it if he 
ſhould be convicted of any treaſonable Practices. 
He will no longer be a Spie for Prance and the 
Pretender; he will make no run upon Proteſtant 


Banks, ad depoſit his Money with the Pop:/þ 


Bankers in order to diſtreſs the Publick Credit 
in Times of Diſturbance and Confuſion ; for if 


the Government ſhould happen to be overturned. 


he knows that there is an old Proprietor who 


lyes in wait to ſnatch up his Eſtate, 


It is likewiſe a Conſideration not to be deſpi- 
ſed, that Trade will by this Means be turned 


into 
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into a more e deliable Channel for as the; Popiſh 


Merchants, (ſome of which have ſent Had their 
Money to purchaſe Eſtates in France) may exhauſt 


their Caſh in purchaſes, the Proteſtant Merch- 


ahts will carry on a more extenſive Commerce 
than they could before. 2 
The other Point is, that Leaſes poſſeſſed by * 


Popiſts ſhall gavel after their deceaſe, and be- 


ing a perſonal Eſtate, ſhall within the ſpace of 
ſix Months go in equal diſtribution between the 


Children of both Sexes, who ſhall within that 


Time become Proteſtants. 
I uam perſwaded that theſe Reaſons weighed 
without prepoſſeſſion, will caſt the Scales againſt 


the favourite Doctrine of reſtraining Papiſts 


from purchaſing Land and taking Mortgages, 
which has been long Eſtabliſhed as a Maxim 
with many warm Proteſtants en mature 
Examination. 

Now eto ſum up this Argument. Popery 1 
b en by Law, but allowed in Pracliſe; ; 


it is dead by Law, but alive and flouriſhing in 


Fact. This is a Truth no Man can deny ; 

the, conſtant and publick Reſort to Maſs-houſes 
all over the Nation, proclaims it. Muſt ”— 
then think of a Remedy, or muſt Popery 


on quietly, and gain more Strength ? if * N 


chooſe the latter, we have nothing to do but to 
ſit ſtill in our Indolence and Security, till the 
Sword is at our Throats. | 
But if we would provide a Remedy i in Time, 
what is that Remedy ?. for my part I can ſes: 


but 
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but two ; One is to burn down their Nass- 
houſes, and hang up their titular Biſhops and 
Prieſts, and ſo make thorough Work of it at 


once, but this would be to act like Pabiſis, 


while we oppoſe Popery; and tranſgreſs againſt 
all the Laws of Chriſtanity and Humanity, in 
Order to aſſert them: it will he doing Evil, 

that Good may come. The other Remedy is a 
Toleration within wiſe Reſtrictions. There is 
no middle between theſe T Mo; One or o- 
ther of them muſt be done, if any Thing be 
done at all. 

If the latter Remedy ſhould be choſen, it 
is humbly ſuggeſted in the above Scheme; 
which if it be fable to Objections and Faults, | 
let ſomebody wiſer than the Author, point them 
cout, and Correct them; or elſe Subſtitute bet- 
ter in it's Room. | 
But I muſt here Obſerve that it is much | 


eaſier to pull down, than to Build up, and to 


find Faults than to Amend them. To Roar 
againſt Popery till Men burſt their Lungs, will 
avail nothing ; and yet this is all that many warm 
Gentlemen contented themſelves to do for half 
an Age; but this Monſter is not to be affrighted 
with meer Noiſe ; ; for he {till remains in the 
midſt of 'us, or rather ſurrounds us, undiſtur- 
bed, and unhurt. We may go on ſhaking the 
Rod of Laws unexecuted, over his Head for 
fifty Years more, and he will only Laugh at 
our Weakneſs, 

: But 


a deadly Sword in his Hands. 


r they might believe Tranſubſtantiation, 


praying their Souls out of Purgatory, with 


2M political Nature, that are dangerous to Civil 
x iſ < breaking Faith and the ſolemneſt 


a2 Merit of Dethroning them, and Murdering 


ciples and | Tenets, ſo dangerous to all Civil So- 


> 1 22 * 1 
But let us Remember thit if the Tables 
ſhould ever be turned, this Rod will become 


If Popery were a Syſtem of Doctrines meerly 
Sp iritual, I ſhould not Quarrel with our Pa- 


and Worſhip Images, and pay their Prięſts for 


all my Heart; though I cannot help pitying and 
praying for them; theſe Follies would not hurt 
me, and therefore I leave them , and their Prieſts 
who miſlead them, to anſwer for it at the Day 
of Judgment. 

But While Popery continues to be a compli- 
cated Syſtem, mixed up with many Doctrines of 


Governments and Socities; whilſt it avows the 


Oaths made to Proteſtant Princes, and makes 


their innocent Subjects, it becomes all Proteſtants 
to look about them, and to Guard their Lives 
and Fortunes, againſt a Body of ſuch inſidious 
Enemies, till they ſhall publickly diſavow Prin- 


cieties, which I fear they will never do, 


c eas 


